
 

Library and Media Services & The Learning Centre                    Fall 2019 

APA 6th Edition: Citation Quick Guide  
 

APA citation style uses two components to cite sources: references and in-text citations.   
 

References:   

 are located at the end of the paper and identify all published sources used in the paper. The references page is 

alphabetized, double-spaced and uses a hanging indent. Follow proper formatting based on source type. 

In-text citations: 

 identify the source of specific material (quoted or paraphrased) within papers. Each use of source information within a 

paper requires an in-text citation: (author’s last name, year) or (author’s last name, year, p.#). Although page numbers 

are encouraged for all source material, they are only required for direct quotes (word for word).  

Note: The following are examples of commonly used formats. Please consult the Publication Manual of the American 
Psychological Association, 6th Edition for more examples. 
 

 

 

Source Types 
 

Reference and In-text Citation Examples 
 

 

Web Page: Organization as Author,  

No Date 
 

 In the reference, include retrieval 

date only if you think content 

could change over time. 

 

 In the citation, include an 

acronym in square brackets if 

there are subsequent citations 

from same source. Use only the 

acronym in subsequent citations. 
 

 

Canadian Nurses Association. (n.d.). The practice of nursing. Retrieved September 

7, 2019, from https://www.cna-aiic.ca/en/nursing-practice/the-practice-of-

nursing 
 
 

 
First in-text citation: (Canadian Nurses Association [CNA], n.d.) 
Subsequent citations: (CNA, n.d.) 

 

Web Document: PDF Report 
 

 For reports (both online and 
         in print), use italics for the title. 

 

DelValle, T. B. (2016). Gardening in raised beds. Retrieved from 

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/EP/EP47200.pdf  
 

In-text citation: (DelValle, 2016) 
 

 

Government Report: Online   
 

 Add the catalogue or publication 
number if given. 

 

 

Canada, Fisheries and Oceans. (2015). Angler’s guide 2015-2016 (Cat. No. Fs111- 

1/2015E). Retrieved from https://www.nfl.dfo-po.gc.ca/NL/AG/anglersguide 
 

In-text citation: (Canada, Fisheries & Oceans, 2015) 

authoring agency/author use “n.d.” if no date listed
 

title of web page 

Retrieval date 

http://www.cna-aiic.ca/en/nursing-practice/the-practice-
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Source Types 
 

Reference and In-text Citation Examples 
 

 
Journal Article: 1 Author 

 

 

 

 The name of the journal and the 

volume number are in italics.  
 

 In the in-text citations, include 

page numbers for direct 

quotations; they are optional for 

paraphrased information. 

 

 
  

 

 

 

Blau, J. (2015). Fusing Europe's energy research. Research Technology Management,  

58(1), 4-6.  
 

 
 
 

In-text citation: (Blau, 2015, p. 5) 
 

 

Journal Article: 2 Authors 

 

 Use an ‘&’ to join authors’ 
names. 

 

Gayner, C., & Kar, K. K. (2016). Recent advances in thermoelectric materials. 

Progress in Materials Science, 83, 330-382. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pmatsci.2016.07.002 

 

In-text citation: (Gayner & Kar, 2016, p. 360) 
 

 

Journal Article: 3-5 Authors 
 

 If available, include Digital Object 
Identifier (DOI). 
 

 Use ‘et al.’ in place of second and 
third authors after the first in-
text citation. 

 

 

van Tonder, D. M., Fourie, C. S., & Maree, J. M. (2016). Development of a solar 

desalination plant. South African Journal of Geology, 119(1), 39-46. 

https://doi.org/10.2113/gssajg.119.1.39 

 

First in-text citation: (van Tonder, Fourie, & Maree, 2016)  
Subsequent citations: (van Tonder et al., 2016) 
 

 

Journal Article: 6 or 7 Authors  
 

 The reference includes all 
authors; the in-text citation only 
includes the first author’s last 
name and ‘et al.’. 
 

 

Allen, M., Fardo, F., Dietz, M. J., Hillebrandt, H., Friston, K. J., Rees, G., & Roepstorff, 

A. (2016). Anterior insula coordinates hierarchical processing of tactile 

mismatch responses. NeuroImage, 127, 34-43. 
 
In-text citation: (Allen et al., 2016) 

 

Journal Article: 8 or More Authors  
 

 The reference includes the first 6 
authors, followed by 3 dots, then 
the last author’s name; the in-
text citation only includes the 
first author’s last name and ‘et 
al.’. 
 

 

Pfeufer, A., van Noord, C., Marciante, K. D., Arking, D. E., Larson, M. G., Smith, A. V.,  

. . . Heckbert, S. R. (2010). Genome-wide association study of PR interval. 

Nature Genetics, 42(2), 153-159. 
 

In-text citation: (Pfeufer et al., 2009) 

last name 
title of article

 
journal name 

publication year 

first initial 

volume number issue number, if present 

page number(s) 

no issue number present 

no issue number present 
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Source Types 
 

Reference and In-text Citation Examples 
 

 

Magazine Article: Online  
 

 Give the URL of the magazine’s 

home page or the specific link. 
 

 

Zimmerman, T. (2015, May). Can captive dolphins be returned to the wild? National 

Geographic. Retrieved from https://www.nationalgeographic.com 
 

In-text citation: (Zimmerman, 2015) 

 

Newspaper Article: Online  
 

 Give the URL of the newspaper’s 
home page or the specific link. 

 

Davidson, J. R. (2015, May 20). How sleep plays a role in depression (and vice versa). 

The Globe and Mail. Retrieved from https://www.theglobeandmail.com 
 

In-text citation: (Davidson, 2015) 
 

 

Newspaper Article: No Author 
 

 The citation uses quotation 
marks around shortened title in 
the in-text citation.  
 

 

Philippines seeks ‘stronger commitment’ from U.S. in South China Sea dispute. 

(2015, May 25). The Globe and Mail. Retrieved from 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com 
 

In-text citation: (“Philippines,” 2015) 
 

 
Book: 1 Author 
 

 Always include page numbers 
when using a direct quotation. 
 

 Use pp. in your in-text citation to 
represent a quote that spans 2 or 
more pages. 
 

Mason, K.A. (2014). Biology fundamentals: Exploring life (10th ed.). New York, NY: 

McGraw-Hill. 

 

 
In-text citation: (Mason, 2014, pp. 25-26) 
 

 

Electronic Book: DOI (Digital Object 
Identifier) Given, Accessed with e-
Reader 
 

 

Schiraldi, G. R. (2001). The post-traumatic stress disorder sourcebook: A guide to 
healing, recovery, and growth [Adobe Digital Editions version].  
https://doi.org/10.1036/0071393722 

 

In-text citation: (Schiraldi, 2001) 
 

 

Electronic Book: No DOI  
 

 Use the URL of the home page of 
the eBook database. 
 

 

  Menn, L., & Dronkers, N. (2017). Psycholinguistics: Introduction and applications. 

Retrieved from https://www.ebscohost.com/ebooks 
 

In-text citation: (Menn & Dronkers, 2017) 
 

 

PowerPoint Presentation: 
Posted Online 
 

 Use the slide number to tell the 
reader where you found your 
information. 

 

 

Farish, M. (2014). A regional geography of Canada [PowerPoint slides]. Retrieved 

from https://www.k12studycanada.org/resources_pps.html 

 

In-text citation (direct quote): (Farish, 2014, slide 5) 
 

last name initials publication year title 
 

edition (if present)
 

publisher
 place of publication
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Source Types 

 

 

 

Reference and In-text Citation Examples 
 

 

Video 

 

 Include a time stamp 

(hours:minutes:seconds) when 

citing a direct quote for 

audio/visual material. 
 

 

Westera, D. (Producer), & Downy, D. (Director). (2013). Spirituality in health care 

[DVD]. St. John’s, NL: School of Nursing, Memorial University. 

 

In-text citation (paraphrase): (Westera & Downy, 2013) 
In-text citation (direct quote): (Westera & Downy, 2013, 32:17-33:40) 

 

YouTube Video 
 

 The author is who posted the 
video. 

 

World Health Organization. (2018, July 12). WHO - protecting health every day, 

everywhere [Video file]. Retrieved from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIHucfatYpM 

 

In-text citation: (World Health Organization, 2018) 
 

 

Image: Online, Basic Format 
 

 Add a description of the type of 
image in square brackets after 
the title. 
 

 

Lange, D. (Photographer). (1939). Crossroads store [Photograph]. Retrieved from  

https://www.moma.org/collection/works/56616?artist_id=3373   
 
In-text citation: (Lange, 1939) 
 

 

Image: Online, No Author 
 

 If the artist is unknown, move the 
title of the image to the ‘author’ 
spot. 

 

 

Portrait of a woman [Painting]. (1600). Retrieved from 

https://zoeken.erfgoedbrugge.be/detail.php?nav_id=1-1&id=942548002 
 
In-text citation: (“Portrait of a Woman,” 1600) 
 

 
Journal Article: 2 or More Articles 
Written by the Same Author in the 
Same Year 
 

 Add "a" and "b" after the date 
based on the first initial of the 
article title so that the reader can 
tell which source is being used. 
 

 

Berndt, T. J. (1981a). Age changes and changes over time in prosocial intentions and 

behavior between friends. Developmental Psychology, 17, 408-416. 
 

Berndt, T. J. (1981b). Effects of friendship on prosocial intentions and behavior. Child 

Development, 52, 636-643. 
 
In-text citation: (Berndt, 1981a) 
In-text citation: (Berndt, 1981b) 
 

 

Chapter in an Edited Book  
 

 Only the first word of the chapter 
title and the first word of the 
book title are capitalized. 
 

 

Hall, M. (2014). Elder abuse. In P. Davies (Ed.), Invisible crimes and social harms (pp. 

102-122). Hampshire, England: Palgrave Macmillan. 
 
In-text citation: (Hall, 2014) 


